
Starting our 
Semester Together

Student-Teachers: Alex McLellan and Troy Thomas



Outline of the Lesson

Introductions

“Would you Rather…?”

Creating a Positive Classroom

Exit Ticket - What did you Learn?



Why are good introductions important?



Meet Your Student-Teachers

Alex McLellan

From Shuswap (Secwépemc) Lake

My family is Scottish and Norwegian - 

there is a McLellan Castle in Scotland

I have a Bachelor’s Degree from TRU 

in Sociology and Political Science

mclellana11@mytru.ca

Troy Thomas

Grew up Salmon Arm

Secwepemc Storyteller who shares 

stories about Coyote and Bear, Sk̓lep 

and Kenkéknem

Fourth year Bachelor of Arts student 

at Thompson Rivers University

thomast10@tru.ca



We Want to Meet You

What is your name?
Do you have a nickname?

Where are you from?
What is one interesting fact from your culture?

What do you hope to study at TRU?



Would You Rather…?

Rules:

1. Each slide will have a question. Would you rather do this 
or would you rather do that?

2. Everyone can pick their answer by pointing to it on the 
whiteboard

3. One person will explain their answer. Others can agree or 
disagree.



Would You Rather…?

Go into the past and meet your 

ancestors? 

Go into the future and meet your 

great-great grandchildren?



Would You Rather…?

Have more time? Have more money?



Would You Rather…?

Be able to talk with the animals? Be able to speak all foreign 

languages?



Would You Rather…?

Be stuck on a broken ski lift? Be stuck in a broken elevator?



Would You Rather…?

Spend the night in a luxury hotel 

room?

Spend the night camping in a 

beautiful forest?



Have one get out of jail free card? Have a key that opens any door?

Would You Rather…?



Live at the top of a mountain?Live at the top of a tall NYC 

apartment building

Would You Rather…?



Would You Rather…?

That the aliens that make first 

contact be robotic?

That the aliens that make first 

contact be organic?



Creating a Positive Classroom

Challenges of the online classroom

Classroom guidelines

Tools in the online classroom



Why is the online classroom challenging?



● 4Rs: Respect, Relevance, Reciprocity, and Responsibility
○ Take turns speaking

○ Be patient and kind

● Video and microphone whenever needed and possible
○ Set up a reliable place - quiet and calm

○ Be ready before class

○ Set your video settings to low-quality

● What do you think?

Classroom Guidelines



Tools in the Online Classroom



Exit ticket:
what is one thing you 
learned today?


